Chapter 3
Pronouns

1. What Is a Pronoun?

A pronoun is a word that replaces anoun . It helps
noun

Example: Alice is my friend. She is very kind.
Instead of repeating Alice, we use the pronoun she.

us avoid repeating the same

2. Personal Pronouns [ )
Personal pronouns refer to people or things.

Subject Pronouns

Person Singular Plural

First I we

Second you you

Third he, she, it they
Examples:

® She is my teacher
e They live in Canada

Object Pronouns

Subject | Object

I me

you you

he him

she her

it it

we us

they them
Examples:
* The teacher called me.
* | saw them yesterday
3. Possessive Pronouns @

Possessive pronouns show ownership



Possessive Adjectives

Pronoun Example

my my book
your your car

his his phone
her her bag

its its tail

our our house
their their teacher

Example: This is my book.

Possessive Pronouns (Independent)

Pronoun | Example

mine This book is mine.

yours The car is yours.

his The idea is his.

hers The bag is hers.

ours The house is ours.

theirs The seats are theirs.

4. Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns refer back to the subject

Pronoun Example

myself | hurt myself.

yourself You should trust yourself.
himself He taught himself English.

herself She introduced herself.

itself The cat cleaned itself.
ourselves We enjoyed ourselves.
themselves | They prepared themselves.
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5. Emphatic Pronouns

Emphatic pronouns emphasize the subject. They use the same form as reflexive pronouns.



Examples:

e | finished the work myself. ¥z : = & |+ # 7 * & emphatic pronouns 7 " ¥Lp | Pk

e The president himself attended the meeting.
* She cooked the meal herself.

)

6. Reciprocal Pronouns

Reciprocal pronouns show mutual action

Two main forms:
Pronoun Example Rule
each other | The students helped each other. used for two people or things
one another | They respect one another. used for three or more people or things

Example: The two friends trust each other. The two friends trust one another.

7. Demonstrative Pronouns

¢ Those are beautiful flowers

These pronouns point to specific things.
Pronoun | Meaning
this near , singular
that far , singular
these near, plural
those far, plural
Examples:
e This is my book.

8. Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns refer to non-specific

people or things.

Common examples:
Someone Anyone Everyone No one
Somebody Anybody Everybody Nobody
Something Anything Everything Nothing
Examples:

* Someone is calling you.
* Nothing is impossible




Note : Most indefinite pronouns are singular.
Example: Everyone is here.

9. Interrogative Pronouns

These pronouns are used to ask questions

Pronoun | Example

who Who is there ?

whom Whom did you meet?

whose Whose book is this?

what What is your name ?
which Which do you prefer ?

Examples:
* Who is your teacher?
* Which one do you want ?

10. Connective Pronouns o
These pronouns connect clauses , often introducing noun clauses

Common examples:
e what

e who

¢ which

e whoever

e whatever

Examples:
e | know who did it.
* She explained what happened

11. Relative Pronouns ()

Relative pronouns introduce relative clauses and describe nouns.

Pronoun | Use

who people

whom people (object)
whose Possession
which things

that people or things

Examples:
® The teacher who helped me is very kind.



* The book which | bought is interesting

* The student that won the prize is my friend.
® For whom are you buying this? (Who are you buying this for?)

12. Quick Summary Chart

Type Example
Personal I, you, he
Possessive mine, yours
Reflexive myself
Emphatic I ... myself
Reciprocal each other
Demonstrative | this, that
Indefinite someone, everything
Interrogative who, what
Connective what, whoever
Relative who, which, that

13. Pronoun Agreement o

Make sure the pronoun matches the previous noun. Check if the noun is

e singular or plural
e male or female or no gender

Incorrect Correct

Everyone are ready Everyone is ready

Each student must bring their book Each student must bring his or her book *
The company increased their profits The company increased its profits

If one studies hard , you will succeed If one studies hard, one will succeed

The dog wagged it’s tail The dog wagged its tail

* Nowadays, ‘they,’ ‘their, and ‘them’ are often used for a person whose gender is unknown or to be
gender neutral. Therefore, the second example may also be correct.




